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There is no more time left to delay or deliberate. The climate science and global outlooks

are clear: With three-quarters of global greenhouse gas emissions originating in the

energy sector, rapid decarbonisation is urgent and vital. 

We need to act now to enable a worldwide energy transition within this decade, or face the

intensifying risks and perils of a hotter world, which will be unhabitable for much of

humanity and the natural world. COP26 must mark the start of a new era of sustainable

development powered by renewable energy.

Wind energy is at the heart of climate change mitigation. With nearly 800GW of

installations worldwide, wind power already helps the world to avoid more than 1.1 billion

tonnes of CO2 emission annually – equivalent to Latin America’s entire annual carbon

emissions. The wind industry is also a major provider of skilled jobs, socioeconomic

benefits, innovation and investment, transforming economies and communities for good

around the world. It plays a crucial role in revitalising nations by upgrading infrastructure

and contributing to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy systems. It is a

cross-cutting solution that can support the decarbonisation of energy-intensive industries

such as transport, steel, cement and chemicals. And it supports nature, biodiversity and

agriculture.

In the roadmaps to 2050 set out by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

and International Energy Agency (IEA) this year, wind energy becomes a central pillar of a

net zero world, generating more clean electricity than any other source.However, we are

not deploying enough wind energy – not nearly fast enough or covering enough

geographies – to realise this future.

WWW.WINDAREYOUIN.COM                                                                                                                                          #WINDAREYOUIN

1

COP26 must be a watershed moment, beginning the decade of
renewed action and collaboration to fight climate change. We already
have the tools and technology to limit global warming, and even to
achieve our shared target of net zero emissions by 2050. However, we
need unprecedented political will and whole-of-society mobilisation to
make it happen. 

We need to work together to scale up wind energy to new heights, and
safeguard our planet for future generations.

We are in. Are you?
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1  The IEA Net Zero by 2050 Roadmap sets out a global electricity generation mix of wind (35%), solar (33%),

hydropower (12%), nuclear (8%), bioenergy (5%), hydrogen-based (2%) and fossil fuels with carbon capture utilisation and

storage (2%). The IRENA World Energy Transitions Outlook: 1.5° Pathway report sets out a global electricity generation

mix of wind (roughly one-third) and solar (nearly 30%) and the remainder comprising hydropower, bioenergy,

geothermal, tidal/wave and hydrogen-based.
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If current installation rates are maintained, we will only have 43% of the wind energy capacity needed

by 2050 for a net zero world, effectively condemning us to miss our climate goals (see Annex).

Without drastic action to scale up wind energy deployment, we will fail to decarbonise the power,

industry, transport, heating and other sectors and fail to significantly expand green hydrogen

production.

To get on-track for a net zero world within the next nine years, the annual volume of wind energy

deployed globally must quadruple from the 93GW installed last year. This is achievable, but only if

we move beyond “business as usual” and apply a “climate emergency” approach to energy and

economy.

As the coalition representing more than 90 companies and organisations for onshore and both floating

and fixed offshore wind installations and supply chains worldwide, we are calling on governments to

commit to action at COP26 this year. National policymakers in every region of the world must:

1
INCREASE WIND POWER AMBITION AND REFLECT THIS IN

UPDATED NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS

(NDCS), COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL CLIMATE STRATEGIES

AND SHORT- AND LONG-TERM ENERGY PLANS. 

Concrete wind capacity or generation targets should be set with a clear, detailed

timeline and a horizon to achieve net zero. These targets should be aligned between

the public bodies governing climate, energy, economy, environment, infrastructure

and workforce, to ensure that the public sector is properly resourced to deliver them.

Targets should also be set and implemented among carbon-intensive sectors and

actors through public-private partnerships, renewable energy incentive programs,

mandatory corporate disclosure schemes and other mechanisms. In addition to

expanding electrification to increase the share of renewables in the energy mix,

governments can consider green hydrogen solutions backed by wind power to

decarbonise sectors such as heavy industry.

2
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DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT ENERGY MARKETS FOR THE

FUTURE.

Energy market design must shift to reflect the systems of the future: flexible,

responsive to demand, reliable and dependent on a majority (if not 100%) share of

renewable energy. These systems are already in operation, and are technically and

economically feasible around the world; but they require a level playing field to

enable large-scale renewable energy deployment. 

3

Burning coal is harmful to the public and the environment, and increasingly

uneconomic compared to cost-competitive renewable energy. The rapid closure of

coal plants worldwide beginning in 2022, and compliance with

decommissioning/phaseout schedules, will make the difference between an above-2°

and a 1.5° global warming pathway. It will also result in billions of dollars of savings

in energy procurement and public health costs, which can be funnelled towards clean

growth programmes. A global agreement on coal phaseout is urgently needed, and

must include: a ban on investment in new coal plants by national export credit

agencies, policy banks and multilateral development banks; a pledge from

governments for no new coal plants and early closure of existing plants; and a

mechanism which addresses transparency and accountability to meet these pledges

and potential channels for fair compensation for early closures.

COMMIT TO RAPID PHASE OUT OF COAL-BASED

GENERATION NOW.2
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IMPLEMENT STREAMLINED AND SENSIBLE PERMITTING

SCHEMES FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS TO

ACCELERATE DEPLOYMENT AND MINIMISE PROJECT

ATTRITION. 
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Too many countries are unable to leverage the enormous interest from investors to

deploy wind energy projects, due to overly complex and bureaucratic permitting

schemes. Without streamlining the procedures to grant permits, including land

allocation and grid connection, there will be a surplus of projects “stuck in the

pipeline” and countries will miss their climate targets. Permitting lead times – which

cover spatial planning, environmental and social impact assessment, planning

authorisation, grid connection and legal challenges – are slowing down wind energy

deployment in some world-leading wind markets, such as Germany and India. 

For onshore wind projects, permitting can take more than 8 years in Spain, Italy,

Greece, Sweden, Belgium (Flanders) and Croatia, including the time taken by any

legal challenges, according to WindEurope. In Japan it can take up to 5 years to

complete the complex environmental impact assessment process. Offshore wind

projects generally require at least 6 years for permitting, including environmental

impact assessments and stakeholder consultation.

4

4

This means: removing direct and hidden subsidies or advantages for fossil fuels

generation; prioritising land/seabed allocation, procurement, construction, grid

connection and dispatch for renewables-based generation; accounting for the

socioeconomic and environmental costs of carbon; and realigning electricity market

design to consider system value more widely, inclusive of externalities such as grid

and balancing needs, energy system flexibility needs, emissions, environmental

impact and socioeconomic benefits. This will also require widescale electrification to

ensure that renewables can displace the role of fossil fuels in powering transport,

heating and industry.
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The energy transition calls for system-wide transformation, powered by renewable

energy. Policymakers must ensure that bureaucracy and red tape are not

obstructions to achieving our climate goals. At the same time, the renewables sector

is committed to sustainable development, circular economy, harmonious co-

existence with local communities and users of land/sea space where wind farms are

built, as well as adhering to high environmental and social standards. 

The following measures should be considered, among others: mandated maximum

lead times to permit renewable energy plants, such as 2 years for greenfield onshore

wind projects, 3 years for offshore wind projects and 1 year for repowering projects,

with additional discretionary time allowance under extraordinary circumstances; a

structured and time-limited process for developers to provide evidence; a clearing

house mechanism for legal disputes to prevent extended delays to critical

infrastructure projects; land/ocean use strategies which prioritise nature-positive

energy solutions; and fast-track permitting schemes to prioritise repowering of

existing wind farms where turbines are reaching end-of-lifetime.

INITIATE PLANS TO RAPIDLY BUILD OUT CLEAN ENERGY

GRIDS AND CHARGING STATIONS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES. 

Greater public and private investment in secure, smart and flexible grids which

enable ever-larger shares of renewable energy is necessary to meet the urgent pace

of the energy transition. Through pooling expertise among system operators,

regulators and utilities, public authorities can undertake long-term forward-planning

on grid expansion and reinforcement, electrification of transport, as well as creating

regional markets for power export and trading. Grid planning should also account

for storage solutions, such as pumped hydro or utility-scale batteries, which can

minimise grid congestion and support balancing. 

5
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DEVELOP COHESIVE AND INCLUSIVE POLICIES WHICH

DEDICATE PUBLIC RESOURCE TO THE PEOPLE-CENTRED

SHIFT TO A NET ZERO ECONOMY. 

Global analysis by IRENA this year shows that enacting a 1.5°C-compliant energy

transition results in net-positive socioeconomic effects, compared to current policies.

By 2030, the world would have nearly 40 million more jobs generated by transition-

related investments, such as large-scale wind and renewable energy deployment,

grid enhancement and energy efficiency. The comparative value creation of the

energy transition is also reflected in greater GDP and social welfare indicators.

Steering the transfer of benefits to all communities is a critical component of the just

transition. Governments can initiate re-skilling and workforce transition schemes that

identify alternative sustainable employment opportunities in clean energy for workers

in sunset industries, such as fossil fuels and ancillary sectors. Here, the growing

offshore wind sector offers a re-training pathway for workers in the offshore oil and

gas and marine engineering fields.

There is no shortage of capital for wind energy where an enabling investment

environment exists. But to collectively achieve the energy transition, public funding –

whether export finance or flows from state treasuries – must be decided under “do no

harm” principles that address social and environmental impacts, and avoid the risk of

stranded assets, especially fossil fuel assets. Climate targets should therefore be

mainstreamed across financial ministries and public sector bodies. Public spending in

support of renewable energy deployment should incorporate the perspectives of the

private sector, particularly regarding project bankability and on-the-ground

development barriers. 

ALIGN NATIONAL AND REGIONAL FINANCE FLOWS WITH

BENCHMARKS FOR A NET ZERO, 1.5°C-COMPLIANT

PATHWAY. 7
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ADVANCE VOLUNTARY COOPERATION ON CARBON PRICING

UNDER ARTICLES 6.2 AND 6.4 OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. 

1.Effective and credible market approaches to carbon pricing can incentivise

countries to “ratchet up” NDCs by creating mechanisms that recognise the societal

costs of greenhouse gas emissions and pollution. Mechanisms which deter emissions

at source, such as fair carbon border adjustment taxes on energy-intensive products,

can send strong market signals to state and non-state actors in the power sector and

beyond, supporting greater investment in low-carbon technologies. 

8
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We, the undersigned, call on governments and relevant bodies to recognise the current

climate crisis, and get serious about renewable energy at COP26 this year. The global

wind industry is ready to work with governments, regulators, system operators, civil society,

local communities and other stakeholders to safeguard our future.

Dated 18 October 2021

List of signatories:
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